om: Linda Donovan [Imd32@hotmail.com]
CewBnt: Thursday, Ociober 16, 2002 B:11 AM .
Ta: adoptionregs@siate.qov
Subject: Hagus Comments

nd 1 am 2n adoptive psrent of a beautirful
d ur Fon i Decsmber of 2002, I
e I meaticn thiz is that I am guits
ponding issues wnicn I will address in tnis
telil you how much oWz -son ha= made aur lives
k uncxplained infertility and we looked to
m in thkis country s in a Lar;¢ble state of
crigsis as far as 1 am concerne i wgical parents =re giwsn chance after
cnance to parent their biclegical children with, in many cases, litrle
change., Cftentimes, by tne —ime these child-sn sre relinguished for adoption
they have been severely "aunatirjzwﬁ and may have severe speclal needs
including proibsems sttaching to thelr adeptive famillics. 3Jeciuse ol ol
desire Lo Sarant an iJ__nh and our corncern asout Lhe children coming aul of
e foster care system, we terned Lo internstional adoption and ultimately
~hoge Guatemala as the chilldren there are in Zester care sabtings Which
allaw them to bpilgd strong attachments with their caregivers. We weanb
chrough an up and down process Lo aCopl our sSon for 13 months, and yes, we
faced delays and wome hardships, but overall, I would say the process had
some henefifts. Our child had a DNA test with his birthmother to prove ane
was giving up her own child and we have since mace contact with his
irihmother and she i4 pleased that her adepticn slan for her son has lad
nim into cur lives, The Hague Treaty concerns e on many many levels, and
irs drawhacks can be seen clearly in the attempts to Implement it recenlly
on March Sth 2003 in Guatemala. u’fkﬂliv&L?, it prouchl aAdoptions there to &
grinding halt until it was declared sneenstituc al by thne Guartemalan
congress. Meanwhile tnousands of children who were in orphanages and foster
care languished, denied the basic right to = family, and the families that
wiilted far tnem suffered mightily. I cannct stress enough how concerned I am
apout the passage of thnis treaty. As s=een i Cuatumalz, I Zear Lat it will
dramatically ‘engthen the amount of time toat children and sZdopTive pErenta
L

wait to become families; 2 very critical period-¢f Time where

Hellie, my name is
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& Lsucjotheldg ist.ana T
[dn__lar with attachment 2
g-maill. Pizst, I would like to
complate. We were childless wi
adopticn. Tha feoster care syst
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t
hildren need
fear that the Hague will cnly aad

to-attaeh and bond to their pezents, I %
more hurssucratic procsdures Lo an alzsady lergthy process whils
accomplishing lititle of ite stated mandate. Let's be honest, no matter bz
many rules ars put in place, corruptions uill alwaws, sadly, exist. The
Hague will not be able to eradicate it any mors than we hzve been ablea to
eradicate iz in other areaz of cur own fountry. Ancther concern is thst rthe
Hague, a5 1t s currently written will put severs nardships on the smaller
agencies and tnat is a bhig concern. Me used & big agency for our sHon's
aﬂoﬂtim“ and 1 would never do that aczin. Thers was little personalized
service, 2n irability to get gusstions answsred or concerns mst. I zotually
got most of my help through the smaller a c ; are mors perscnalized,
sven though I wasn':z pav'ﬁc them! I fear that this trezty will actually
cause & monopoloy on acopticn servicss,; as lazger =gencizs can mors easily
mest the compllanee issues than the zmaller due o thalr grezter fivancisl
sapuroes. This will lesve liztle choice for adeoptive parents. It is crucial

.naz adoprive parents, when thinking asbout = mzjor decision about whem To

- siuef wich 95,000 have the choices they so dessrve in crder to_work wizh
seorie with whom they fesl comfortacls and confident. Lastly, I tesl Ths
Hague will cnly incresse fess for The adootive parsnts, which are already
very prohibitive for many many families. Wich children dying avery gay of
poverty, do we really want Lo make Lhilg process any harder or gut of r=2ach



for the average Amsricsn Zamily? Ths Hague, while good in thecry,
be implemented To the s=iZscts ho::: sgizlaticon may be needed, but it
should be devised with significa ¥ adoption profassionzle and
srents in order for it to truly r L of proviging fon the
_.hildren. Thank vou for your tTime and attention To TI1s matber. Very Truly
Yours, Linda Donowven
”"ncelnwﬂ Lhat mesSages may bounce becauss your Hotmall agcount nzz sxceed
iLs 2MB storage imit? G2t Hotmzil Extra Storage!
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